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AGENDA

A.J. Shoemaker Jr. before WWII

First Pacific Tour — Battle of Tarawa

Second Pacific Tour — Okinawa Kamikaz
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A.J.JR. CHILDHOOD

« Born 17 June 1918 in West Louisville, Kentucky
 Eldest of "Tribe 2” — 5 Children born from 1918-25
* “Tribe 1" had 11 born from 1881-98 — 4 died young
« A.J. Sr. was a Farmer and Bank President
 Active in the Future Farmers of America
« Left home during the Depression in the late 1930’s
« Worked on a farm in lowa
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UNITED STATES NAVY

« A.J. enlisted on 8 April 1941
Pearl Harbor attack — 7 December 1941
Doolittle Raid on Tokyo — April 1942
« Carrier launched North American Aviation B-25’s
« Built by South Bay workers
Based at Camp Pendleton for Medical training
« Pharmacist Mate Second Class USMC
Bound for the Pacific — August 1943
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* A.J.s brother Hubert
(not shown) enlisted in
the U.S. Army, and
served in Europe

 Both were overseas
when A.J. Sr. died 17

April 1945
Andrew J. Shoema ker, Jr.,
above, has been transferred to the
U. S. Navy Hospital school, San
Diego, Calif. He is a son of Mr.

and Mrs. Andrew J. Shoemaker,
of St. Joseph, Ky.


Jamie Erickson



TUVALU / ELLICE ISLANDS

« 9 small coral atolls — infrequent contact with foreigners from 1568-1861

« Christianity arrived in 1861
* Peruvian Blackbirds” - 1862-3
» Decimated the population

« 2/3 of population were taken into slav
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SUSTAINABLE TUVALU BEFORE WWII

« Living from the sea and land
* Men fished from outrigger canoes
- Papaya, banana, breadfruit and coconuts
« Taro (poi), main source for carbohydrates
« Pulakas carved out of the coral for centuries

» Filled with composted son
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OPERATION
GALVANIC

Ellice Islands strategic importance

« Push Japanese out of the Pacific Miduoy ind

Staging ground for Battle of Tarawa
Seabees in Funafuti - October 1942
 Built a 5000 runway

« 70% of Pulakas destroyed

Trok
CAROLINE ISLANDS

« Adversely affects Tuvalu
40-bed Hospital is built




LOUIS ZAMPERINI

Born in 1917, raised in Torrance California

« Ran in 1936 “Hitler” Olympics
« Enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Force - September 1941
« Posted to the Pacific island of Funafuti — April 1943

i  Bombardier on B-24D Liberator “Super Man”

 Bombed Nauru - 18 April 1943
« 3 Japanese Zeroes attacked “Super Man’
« Severely damaged — 594 bullet & fragment holes
« Skidded to a stop at Funafuti with a flat tire
« Torrance Airport is name “Zamperini Field”




DESTROYED & REBUILT

« Japanese attacked Funafuti - April 1943
« US military told islanders to evacuate this
church that was destroyed
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SIAOSI FINIKI (OLDEST PERSON IN FUNAFUTI) & HIS FATHER

Both survived the Funafuti Church aerial bombing

IS O
£ LN

NN
% n" . N
N N
) ’ . \
’ 7N :
. - \\‘
: ; * . :
P
“ . . .
AR ) ER TN
AU LR
4 )

/

Taly Roadir
[ 053] P’W
nete Change Dopartment

Opatain



FINIKI FAMILY FOTO

Europeans married indigenous people
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A.J. INTO THE PACIFIC

Departs Port Hueneme, CA, on transport ship AP-102 La Salle
« Arrives in Pago Pago, Samoa August 1943
« Seabees occupy Nanumea, Tuvala and build a 7,000 foot Bomber runway in September 1943
« Japanese aerial attack Nanumea & Funafuti
« U.S aerial bomb Tarawa & Abemama
« A.J. arrives in Funafuti and a week later departs to Nanumea in October 1943

« 7 weeks before the Battle of Tarawa




NANUMEA ATTACKS

« 12 Japanese bombers attack Nanumea -11 November 1943
 One U.S. B-24 is destroyed

« U.S. starts widespread bombing from Funafuti and Nanumea
« B-24 crash lands at Nanumea - 17 November 1943




o =0 ARAW

1-square mile island c
Poor intelligence
 U.S. Naval anc
Disastrous untried amphibiou
* Did not wait for high tide
* Marines had
« U.S. 1115 kille
Japanese were eve
« Of the 3,636
- Ofthe 1,20

CAPTURE OF BETIO
20-23 November 1943
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AFTER TARAWA

 A.J.tended wounded at the Nanumea Field Hospital
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« A.J. departs Nanumea to U.S, Naval Hospital at Lihue, Kaual, Hawalii - August 1944
» Goes to Guadalcanal in November 1944
» Returns stateside to San Francisco — 15 January 1945

» Travels home to Kentucky to see Mom and family



“2\D PACIFIC TOUR >

* Departs to the Philipg

* Joins the Fletcher Cla Destrover DD-E SS Chares Ausburne — 30 April 1945
» Departs the Philippir ‘%&.ﬂ .~ —

« Survives four Kamikaz
Approximately 2,800 Kamikaze attackers sank 34 Navy shig

sailors, and wounded ove
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WWII ENDS

« Okinawa is captured — 22 June 1945
« Atomic bombs are dropped
e Hiroshima - 6 August 1945
« Nagasaki - 9 August 1945
« Japanese unconditional surrender — 10 August 1945
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U.S.S. CHARLES AUSBURNE (DD570) '

WAR DIARY I

PEAC
COMME

« Okinawa to Honolulu - 10

* Free beer!! — 20 September 194
 To Washington D.C. —
« Panama Canal — 8 Oc
« Up the Potomac to D.

C=0=NeF=]l«D=E~N-T=I=A=L
10-19 September 1945 (con'd)

Underway in company with Task Force 11, consisting of BatDiv, 3
BatDiv, 6 less WASHINGTON; MONTEREY, BATAAN, DesRon 23 less BRAIN
THATCHER, and YOUNG and DesRon 25 less HARRISON enroute Pearl Har or,
,H,--estimated destination Bast Coest U.S. (CHARLES AUSBURNE received
message from CTF 11 stating that we would probably be routed to
Washington, D.C.) CTF 11 was Com First CarTask Force (Vice Admiral

" SHERMAN) in U,.S.S. NEW MEXICO, ComScreen, ComDesRon 25 in U.S.S., JOHN
RODGERS. The AUSBURNE, plus eighty passengers, was finely on its
way home.

The voyage was uneventful but pleasant. Fair weather allowed
topside movies to become a nightly event--a new underway experience
for most of the crew., Priants were freely exchanged between ships.
The crew did a fine job of turning to, and by the time we arrived at
Pearl Harbor the CHARLES AUSBURNE was well on its wey to becoming a
"peaecetime ship". '

20 September 1945. Zone Time in Use / 9%

0800 1200 2000
20 53 00 North 19 59 00 North 21 23 00 North
159 01 00 East 157 56 00 West 157 59 00 West

Arrived Pearl Harbor in the afternoon and moored in liddle Loch.
S0PA remained CTF 11 (Vice Admirel SHERVAN), who shifted his Flag to

U.S.S. ENTERPRISE, ComDesRon 25 (Captain LUDEWIG) retained command
of Destroyers in {ho force.

Although liberty thet night hed not been contemplated, ComDesPac
was accomodating and sent out liberty boats soon after we arrived,
There was free beer for the men at the recreaticn center and free
chit books for the officers et the club, In short, our first tagte
of Pearl after one absence was a pleasant one, :



PRESIDENTIAL
UNIT CITATION
CEREMONY

19 OCTOBER 1945 [ ?Q

Admiral “31-Knot” Burke
Former Captain of DD570
Chief of Naval Operations

James Forrestal
Secretary of the Navy
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The CHARLES AUSBURNE participated in the following operations:

CASABLANCA AND GIBRALTA. JAN. 1943 BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. DEC. 1943-FEB. 1944
TREASURY—BOUGAINVILLE. OCT..-DEC. 1943 3 ASIATIC PACIFIC RAIDS. APR-MAY 1944
'WESTERN NEW GUINEA. FEB.-APR, 1944 LEYTE LANDING. NOVEMBER 1944
MARIANAS—GUAM—TINIAN. JUNE-AUG. 1944 PHILIPPINE LIBERATION. FEB.-MAY 1945
LUZON—LINGAYEN, DEC. 1944-FEB. 1945 OKINAWA GUNTO. MAY-SEPT. 1945

and received the following Presidential Unit Citation:

“For extraordinary hmoum in action against J Forces during the Solomon

Islands C: ign, N ber 1, 1943 to February 23, 1944

P

Commanded by forceful leaders and manned lry aggressive, fearless crews the ships of Squad
ron 23 coordinated as a superb fighting team.

Its brilliant and heroic record is a distinct tribute to the valiant fighting spirit of the indi-
vidual units of each skilled and courageous ship’s'company.

mmmmmmn_w_qﬁm-

Db gerve o board the Charles Anshurne

The CHARLES AUSBURNE d tn the folls
CASABLANCA AND GIBRALTA. JAN. 1943 BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO, DEC. 1943.FEB. 1944
TREASURY—BOUGAINVILLE. OCT.DEC. 1943 ASIATIC PACIFIC RAIDS. APR-MAY 1944
WESTERN NEW GUINEA. FEB-APR. 1944 . LEYTE LANDING. NOVEMBER 1944 P
MARIANAS—GUAM—TINIAN. JUNEAUG. 1944 PHILIPPINE LIBERATION. FEB-MAY 1945 ¢
LUZON—LINGAYEN, DEC. 1944 FEB. 1945 OKINAWA GUNTO. MAY-SEPT. 1945 &

and received the following Presidential Unit Citation:

“For cxtmmdbmry heroism in action against enemy Japanese Forces during the Solomon
Islands Campaign, November 1, 1945 to February 23, 1944.

Commanded by forceful leaders and manned By aggressive, fearless crews the ships of Squad-

ron 23 coordinated as a superb fighting team.

Iis brilliant and heroic record is a distinct tribute to the valiant fighting spirit of the indi-

vidual units of each skilled and courageous ship's'company.

HARRY S. TRUMAN
President of the United States ' i

Given to a deserving shipmate for his faithful service in defense of his
Country.

HARRY S. TRUMAN 3
President of the United States ' % by } Comnwndor':'ll.s.N..

Given 1o a deserving shipmate for his faithful service in defense of his
Country.
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. POST WWII

Married Theresa Gertrude Sallot — 22 December 1945

« Honeymoon in New York City — New Years Day

« Decommissioned ships in Charleston through 1946
« Graduated from Loyola University & bunt a house in El
Segundo |n 1948







RETURN TO TUVALU

« The Plan — Explore for War Remnants & Snorkel
« Nonstop LAX to Nadi, Fiji > Suva, Fiji > Funafuti, Tuvalu (three flights a week)
« Try to getticket on a Cargo Ship to Nanumea

« Upon arrival

* No advanced hotel reservations

* No confirmed cargo ship schedule

* No money exchange except fc

* No fresh fruit or vegetak







WWII RUNWAY |S NOW
COMMERCIAL
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“BORROW
PIT” e N

Land was used Bt = = S
for the runway s
surface; the pit is
now the island
dump




155MM ANTIAIRCRAFT GUN EMPLACEMENT

« Sea level is rising
 Beach sand base is gone
* Now subject to the tides

»




SECRET RADIO COMMUNICATION SITE
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Outer islet of Tepuka
Quonset Hut hidden in jungle







CEMENT LOADING RAMP DISAPPEAR

« Outer islet of Fualafeke
« Sea level rising — beach eroding




CARGO SHIP TRA
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Nice people - sleeping on deck
Basic food
No AC




LANDING SHIP TANK LST-203

Built by Chicago Bridge & Iron
e Commissioned 22 April 1943
Grounded on the reef delivering supplies

e 2 October 1943
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AMERICAN PASSAGE

Coral was dynamited to create a ship passage

« Aided by skilled local divers
Entry to a calm lagoon for U.S. ships
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SCOUT BOMBER DOUGLAS SBD-

« Built by Douglas Aircraft in El Segundo - 23 September 1943
« Wheel up crash landing - 7 November 1943




BOMBER B-24J LIBERATOR “RAUNCHY”

Built by Consolidated Aircraft in San Diego — 1943
Crashed at nlght in strong Wrnds 19 November 1943




CARGO SHIP Tk




TRADITIONAL BURE

The only one | saw in two weeks
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DEAD CORAL

« Warm water has killed the coral
« Brown “turf algae” covers coral skeletons
* Fish population has been decimated

* Native fishing almost nonexistent

* Only snorkeled twice In two weeks




FRESH WATER DEPLETION

Rising seal level has tainted fresh water supplies

« Wells are no longer usable

All homes have to collect rainwater




AGRICULTURE DESTRUCTION
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MILL MIX = REPLACES COCONUT & FOOD SCRAPS FOR PIG FOOD




RICE, MEAT & CANED FOOD DIET
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BUILDING BARRIERS & LAND

« International Aid trying to
keep the islands livable




TRADITIONS
ARE AGING OUT
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TUVALU FUTURE

* In Country
« Sustainability declining as temperature and sea levels rise
 Increasing dependence on International Aid > Food and Sea Barriers
« Open immigration to New Zealand and Australia
 Loss of skilled labor: medical profession, teaching, and other professional ranks
« Population decline: 2017 = 10,869; 2024 = 9,646
« Abroad

* 4653 Tuvaluan’s live in New Zealand
« Keeping the culture alive and vibrant
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US military bases
in Northeast Asia

US Pivot to Asia

[] INDOPACOM area of responsibility

Select Military Installations and Defense Sites
e Enduring U.S. presence
e Rotational/episodic U.S. presence

AFB = Air Force Base; JB = Joint Base;
MCAS = Marine Corps Air Station; MCB = Marine Corps Base;
NAS = Naval Air Station; USAG = U.S. Army Garrison

120 .-
i+ 53,713 -

| 70 26,414 |§

7. Marine Corps Installation
L Camp Mujuk
USAG Yongsan-Casey
Osan Air Base
Camp Humphreys
Kunsan Air Base
USAG Daegu
Fleet Activities Chinhae

2, La-lo Airport

Kyogamisaki
Communications Site
Shariki*
Communications Site
Misawa Air Base

Yokota Air Base

Camp Zama

Naval Air Facility Atsugi
a .\ Fleet Activities Yokosuka
XMCAS lwakuni

Fleet Activities Sasebo
®— USAG Okinawa

INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE

Fort Wainwright
Eielson AFB

®—Fort Greely

Clear Space
Force Station—g

°
JB Elmendorf-
Richardson

NAS Whidbey Island
Naval Station Everett
@ Fairchild AFB

Naval Base Kitsap
JB Lewis-McChord

Beale AFB
Travis AFB

MCB Camp Pendleton
MCAS Miramar

Naval Base San Diego

Naval Base Point Loma
Naval Base Coronado

NAS Lemoore —@
Vandenberg Space Force Base i’

Naval Base Ventura Co.
Pacific Missile

Range Facility

A

Presence of the US military
in the Philippine territories

== 80,1008 SRS

-~ / NB Camilo Osias
Camp MelchorDela Cruz
Fort Magsaysay
» Basa Air Base
Antonio Bautista Air Base
Balabac Island

Benito Ebuen Air Base '

Lumbia Airport

() 4
Navy Region Center

Singapore
°
Naval Support
EDCA site map FDa‘ClhtyG i Robertson Barracks
A egoaaicd Royal Australian

A BORgll]  Aereediocations for the American troops Air Force Base Darwin

A upon implementation
W Anto

]
] | |
i
=
|}
'A. \‘\‘.rr,\;nv"w:l’m\
. Marcos Jr. adrr
|
A Balabac Island (Palawan)
A | A Camp Melchor Dela Cruz (Gamu, Isabela)
A Lal-lo Airport (Lal-lo, Cagayan
A Naval Base Camilo Osias (Santa Ana, Cagayan
— p—— —

Barking Sands

® Schofield Barracks

Wheeler Army Airfield
MCB Hawaii

Fort Shafter

JB Pearl Harbor-Hickam

Kadena Air Base
MCB Camp Butler

)
MCAS Futenma Wakellsdand

'y Airfield
MCB Camp Blaz
Andersen AFB °
Naval Base Guam USAG
Kwajalein
Atoll

US miIitay in the Pacific
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EQUATOR

o Royal Australian
Air Force Base Tindal

S

6,140 .- Rimofthe
R — Pacific Exercise
MARSHALL  (RIMPAC)
ISLANDS




THANK YOU
VETERANS
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